
 

 

 
Readmond, Friendship and Cross Village Fire and Rescue 

RFC Firefighters Newsletter  

Come to the Mini Fair--Sunday, July 17, 2011, 10 a.m-4 p.m., Free Admission! 
Located at the Fire Hall Grounds on Robinson Road between State Road and M-119 near Good Hart 

Artists and Fine Craft Booths-   many local artists on the fair grounds 

Entertainment-  throughout the day, featuring the Young Americans, 

 Kirby, local musicians  

For the Kids-  games all day long, Twister Joe and wagon rides 

Food, Food, Food-  brats and burgers by the firefighters, a variety of food from 

 local restaurants and the popular Bake Sale 

            Auctions and Raffles-  Items at all price levels, golf & restaurant packages,                         

                                                                   new Choice Raffle, plus a photo contest and a book sale 

Mini Fair Schedule 

10:00 a.m.-Mini Fair Opens--Enjoy coffee and Bake 

Sale goodies. 

All Day Long-Live Music, Free Kids’ Games, Auctions, 

Bake Sale, Book Sale, Fine Arts, Jewelry, Unique Crafts, 

Great Food, Twister Joe. 

10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.-Silent Auction-Bid (early and 

often) on a delightful array of everything from handmade 

items, antiques, restaurant dinners, golf packages & 

more. 

12:30 p.m.-Special Musical Performance by The Young 

Americans! 

1:15 p.m.-Live Auction-Make your bids on this year’s 

unique items & services, including a tour of the 

Mackinac Bridge. 

4:00 p.m.-Mini Fair Closes-(Help fold the tents.) 

Mark Your Calendar 

--Wed., July 13th, 5:30 pm ~ Tent Raising, followed 

by a Potluck with hot dogs provided ~ Please Come, 

we need your help! 

--Sun., July 17th, 10:00 am ~4:00 pm ~ Annual RFC 

Mini Fair. 

--Mon., August 8, 7:00 pm ~ 32nd RFC Annual        

Meeting at the Main Fire Hall. (Robinson Road) 

2010 Mini Fair  “Tent Raising, Getting Ready, Twister Joe and Clowns" 

To see an updated schedule and new features go to:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/RFC-Mini-Fair 

Young Americans 



 

 

Tribute to Mr. P 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The RFC Board, firefighters and the 

entire community feel the loss of 

Bob Parson, known to many as “Mr. 

P”, who passed away in February.  

As President of the Board for many 

years, Bob worked quietly and 

selflessly providing leadership in 

several ways. He left a void that will 

be very difficult to fill. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Board Notes 

During an active year the Board has:  

-agreed with ATT to replace the 

present emergency broadcast tower 

at the main station on Robinson 

Road.  The new tower is slated to 

also have an ATT Mobility function.  

It is expected to be finished in late 

summer or fall. 

-after much deliberation decided that 

due to staffing, distance and 

equipment limitations, RFC is not 

presently in a position to honor a 

Center Township request for service. 

Mutual Aid service will continue. 

-accepted donations from Legs Inn 

and the Baiardi Foundation for the 

purchase of a rescue snowmobile; 

-approved acquisition of a 

replacement rescue vehicle; 

-purchased wild land firefighting 

gear for fighting grass fires; 

-welcomed Rick Bolton, Lisa 

Kruzel, Lynn Ribits and Eric Wood 

as new members; 

-thanks Jim Adams who has retired 

from the Board after many years of 

service; 

-appreciates the willingness of Al 

Dicken and Marty MacGregor to 

step in as Acting President and 

Acting Vice President, respectively, 

until the election at the Annual 

Meeting on August 8th. 

Under Budget in 2010 

The RFC Board of Directors is 

pleased to report that operating and 

depreciation costs for 2010 were 

$4,092 below the budgeted amount.  

The budget for 2011 will be 

$197,497, which is $12,105 over the 

2010 costs, mainly due to anticipated 

increases in vehicle maintenance 

expenses. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Personnel Changes in the 

Past Year 

-Elizabeth McCormack, a long-time 

firefighter, EMT/RN, officer and 

Board member has accepted a 

position as an RN at Munson 

Hospital in Traverse City. Thanks to 

Elizabeth for her outstanding service. 

-Chris Krupa and Austin Mesner 

have been promoted to the rank of  

Lieutenant. Congratulations! (See 

photo to the right.) 

-Congratulations also to Jeff Radle 

and Stephen Troup who have 

completed training toward licensure 

as paramedics and to Don Horn, who 

has qualified for  EMT licensure. 

-Welcome to Cyndi Kramer who has 

joined the department as an 

experienced paramedic. 

We Need a Few Good 

Men and Women 

If you are interested in helping 

your neighbors and contributing to 

our community in unique and 

fulfilling ways please consider 

joining RFC Fire & Rescue. We 

would like to add about 10 more 

fire and rescue personnel.  

For more information talk with any 

of  our members or leave a 

message for Chief Don Horn or Lt. 

Austin Mesner at (231) 526-2565. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Your Photo Could be a  

Winner 

Enter your favorite Emmet County 

pictures in the Mini-Fair photo 

contest! 

Winning photos will be featured  

in the 2012 RFC calendar which will 

be available at the Mini Fair and at “A 

Studio” & “Primitive Images” in 

Good Hart and “Between the Covers” 

in Harbor Springs.  

Mail Photos to:  

Mini-Fair Photo Contest,  

PO Box 971, Good Hart, MI 49737  

by July 15.  

Call 231-526-1209  

for rules & questions  

or email patriciaclarke@aol.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Readmond, Friendship and Cross Village Fire and Rescue 

Chief Don Horn  

with grandson Michael 

Bob Parson 



 

 

Fire and Rescue Squad Activity  

June 1, 2010 to May 31, 2011 

There were 161 response incidents for RFC Fire/Rescue during the past year. 

This compares to 123 incidents during the previous year, an increase of over 30% 

Township Fire             Rescue            Total 

Cross Village 10         23               33 

Friendship 17         38               55 

Readmond 24         31               55 

Other    4         14                   18 

Total  55        106              161 

Board of Directors  

Acting President,  
Al Dicken 

Jack Bodt Don Horn Lynn Ribits* 

Acting V. President,  

Marty MacGregor 
Rick Bolton* Ken Kelsey Larry Wallen 

Acting Secretary,  

Bob Smith 
John Carr Lisa Kruzel Eric Wood* 

Treasurer,  

Sharon Slocum 
Peter Hagan Richard Major  

*  To be approved at the Annual Meeting  

Sincere appreciation is expressed to retiring Board Member Jim Adams  

Command Personnel (Firefighters (FF), Medical First Responders (MFR), Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) 

Don Horn, Chief-FF/EMT                           /ƘǊƛǎ YǊǳǇŀΣ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-CCκ9a¢ {ǇŜŎΦ !ǳǎǘƛƴ aŜǎƴŜǊΣ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-CCκ9a¢  

Bob Kruzel,  Ass't. Chief-FF/MFR                         aŀǊǘȅ aŀŎDǊŜƎƻǊΣ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-CCκaCw 9ǊƛŎ ²ƻƻŘΣ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-CCκ9a¢  

Mike Peterson, Chief Engineer-FF                            

Fire Fighters (FF), Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) and Medical First Responders (MFR) 

Thomas Andrews-FF                        /ȅƴŘƛ  YǊŀƳŜǊ-tŀǊŀƳŜŘƛŎ           Jeff Radle-EMT Spec. aŀǊƎƻ {ǳǘǘƻƴ-aCw 

John Booth-FF/MFR                        aŀǊŎǳǎ YǳǊōǳǊǎƪƛ-CC Gene Reck-MFR {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ¢ǊƻǳǇ-CCκ9a¢ {ǇŜŎΦ 

WƻǊŘŀƴ IƻŦōŀǳŜǊ-CC                       Lindsey Pfaff-MFR .Ǌƛŀƴ {ŎƘƛŜŦŜǊ-aCw  

YŜƴ YŜƭǎŜȅ-aCw                           Matt Porter-FF Wǳǎǘƛƴ {ŎƘƭŀǇǇƛ-CC  

 
Readmond, Friendship and Cross Village Fire and Rescue Roster 

Cǳƴ CŀŎǘǎ 
CƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊŜ-ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴόǎύΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǿƘƻΥ 
 

-ǊŀŎŜǎ ŘƛǊǘ ōƛƪŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ о ōƻȅǎ                                                -ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 
-ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŬǊŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ                                                           -ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŜŀŎŜ /ƻǊǇǎ 
-ǎŜƭƭǎ /ƻŎŀ /ƻƭŀ                                                                            -ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭƛŜŘ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
-ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǿƻƻŘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ                                                                 -ǊƛŘŜǎ ŀ IŀǊƭŜȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ 
-ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ                                                                               -Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 
-ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǘŀȄƛŘŜǊƳƛǎǘ                                                           -ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǿǊŜǎǘƭƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ 
-ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀ      - ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŘŀŘ 

Our Firefighters and First 

Responders  
 

Top (L-R):  

Austin Mesner, Lindsey Pfaff, Jordan 

Hofbauer, Marcus Kurburski 
 

Middle (L-R): 

Justin Schlappi, Gene Reck, Bob Kruzel, 

Mike Peterson, Chief  Don Horn, Marty 

MacGregor, John Booth, Jeff  Radle, 

Brian Schiefer 
 

Bottom (L-R): 

Eric Wood, Ken Kelsey, Chris Krupa, 

Margo Sutton 
 

Not Pictured: Thomas Andrews, Cyndi 

Kramer, Matt Porter and Stephen Troup 



 

 

 
Readmond, Friendship and Cross Village Fire and Rescue 

The Rescue Snowmobile donated by  

Legs Inn and the Baiardi  Foundation 

Jim & Pat Clarke receiving 2010 Service Award 
from Board Chairman Bob Parson  

and Chief Don Horn Preparing Firehouse Chili for the 2010 Mini-Fair 
Linda Bolton, Eric Wood, Trina Hayes, Don Horn 

Special Thanks to... 

²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŬǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ǿŀȅǎΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƪƛƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ϦǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻϦ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ aƛƴƛ CŀƛǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ  
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛ CŀƛǊΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘǎΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŀƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
-¢ƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ϧ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƻŦ wC/ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛ-CŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΤ  
-¢Ǌƛƴŀ IŀȅŜǎΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ϧ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŎƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΤ  
-[ŜƎǎ Lƴƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƛŀǊŘƛ  CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǎƴƻǿƳƻōƛƭŜΤ  
-wƛŎƪ .ƻƭǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΤ 
-¢ƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜΣ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛ CŀƛǊǎΤ  
-!ƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛ CŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ wC/ CƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŎǳŜ ƛƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ŜũƻǊǘΦ      ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΗ 

Show Your Support by Coming to the Annual Meeting, 

Monday, August 08, 2011 

the Fire Hall on Robinson Road 

 
The RFC Firefighters Association will host the 32nd annual meeting  

at 7:00 p.m. on August 08.  Come and meet our fire and rescue 

personnel and board members. Agenda items will include election of 

board members and officers, review of progress on the new radio 

tower, and honoring individuals who have served many years and 

helped to make RFC one of the best fire and rescue units in the 

region. 

The RFC Community Cookbook- 

Worth Waiting For 

The cookbook committee has been 

working on arranging and editing recipe 

sections which will include heritage 

dishes as well as contemporary 

favorites. 

Historical anecdotes and art will be 

interspersed throughout. The writing 

will be finished in the fall, a publisher 

will be chosen and underwriter(s) will 

be sought. Profits will benefit RFC Fire 

& Rescue.   

Please direct questions to: 

 Pat Clarke, 526-1209 

or  patriciaclarke@aol.com 

Left:  

Janice Collins 

painting faces 

 

Right:  

Don Horn and Bob 

Kruzel, eager to try 

the games 

The photos in this newsletter were provided by Bill & Margo Sutton and Ken Kelsey 


